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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 

Death of Dr. Liitken. — Copenhagen advices notice the death 
of Dr. Christian Frederik Liitken, the honored Emeritus Professor 
of Zoology in the University at Copenhagen and one of the most 
eminent of modern zoologists. Dr. Liitken was born in 1828, and 
was seventy-three years of age at the time of his death. He is the 
author of many scientific papers, the most important being on fishes, 
and his best work being on the fishes of the open sea and the changes 
passed through in their development. The most extensive of these 
is a series called "Spolia Atlantica," discussing the rich material 
brought in by Danish seamen. Other notable papers are on the 
lantern fishes, the flying fishes, the remoras, the sculpins, the fishes 
of Greenland, and the fresh-water fishes of Brazil. 

In all his work Dr. Liitken was extremely conservative, never 
jumping at a conclusion, and content to leave a question unsettled 
in default of adequate material to form an opinion. Thus few scien- 
tific men have had fewer errors to correct than he. 

Dr. Liitken at fifty-five is remembered as a large man with a fine 
face, hale and hearty, and one of the most genial and helpful of 
all European ichthyologists. 

School Science is the title of a new journal devoted to the interests 
of science teaching in secondary schools. It is published in Chicago, 
and edited by C. E. Linebarger, with the assistance of a number of 
science teachers scattered over the country ; and is intended by the 
editors to be conducted by and for the science teacher. 

Within the last few years, largely because of the employment of col- 
lege-trained teachers in the secondary schools, the quality of the work 
done in these schools has been vastly improved, especially in the line 
of science, and for its grade no better work is done in science to-day 
than that done in a few American high schools. To enlarge the 
field of the teachers to whom this success is due, and to widen their 
influence, is the mission of the new journal, which merits the support 
of all who see the desirability of having science scientifically taught. 

Goode Memorial Volume. — No more appropriate memorial can 
be paid a scientific man than the republication of his papers con- 
tributed to scientific societies and journals. The writings of George 
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Brown Goode relating to museums and to the development of science 
in America are among the most important issued, and the United 
States National Museum has done a real service in reprinting a 
selection of the same. (A Memorial of George Brown Goode, with a 
Selection of his Papers on Museums and on the History of Science 
in America, Ann. Reft. Smithsonian Institute, Rept. U. S. Nat' I 
Museum, Pt. II, 515 pp., no pis., 1901.) 

Editorially the volume shows the faults due to inadequate care that 
are common to many of the publications of the United States National 
Museum. A few instances, taken quite at random, may be men- 
tioned: page 4, the invitation to the Memorial meeting is cited as 
part of the program, the actual program following on page 5 ; a 
footnote with reference to the original place of publication should 
have been given with all of the reprinted papers ; even as given, the 
footnotes are not always accurate ; on page 459 the names of many 
scientific men appear, some as "leading spirits," others as "rising 
men," but it is not easy to divine why all the leading spirits should 
be indexed and all the rising men, save Powell, should be omitted 
from the index ; on the same page (459) Ordway, mentioned as leav- 
ing the ranks of science for the army, is indexed as John M., a mis- 
take for Albert; the bibliography needs revision; the titles in some 
cases are not exact ; on page 490 the address " The Beginnings of 
American Science " is recorded as delivered at the eighth anniversary 
meeting of the Biological Society of Washington, a statement at 
variance with the footnote on page 409 ; the Oceanic ichthyology 
of Goode and Bean was published as Vol. XXII of the Memoirs 
of the Museum of Comparative Zoology as well as a special bulletin 
of the U. S. National Museum, but the reference to the Memoirs is 
omitted on page 496; the astronomer Tycho Brahe is indexed under 
T as Tycho Brake, an editorial oversight recalling Judge Story's 
great mind and Lyell's correspondent Tromso. 



